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Chris Farias, seen 
here in drag as Marie 
Antoinette, is forging 
a new career path with 
his Unicorn Rebellion 
agency.

STYLING AND ART DIRECTION BY ELENA BALASKA;HAIR BY COCCOLA; MAKEUP BY KATELYN O’NEIL.
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CHRIS FARIAS IS LEADING A UNICORN REBELLION AND FORGING A  
NEW CAREER PATH, AND IDENTITY, IN THE PROCESS. 

REBEL, REBEL

hris Farias had just fired himself from the company he 
co-founded 11 years before.

He texted his husband Jared Lenover: “I don’t know 
what I’m going to do,” Farias wrote. After all, success-
ful Hamilton branding company Kitestring was a part 

of his identity — a child he had raised with his best friend.
“When was the last time Chris Farias didn’t figure it out? You are 

a unicorn,” Lenover responded, drawing on Farias’ lifelong affinity 
for the mythical creature.

“You’re right! I am a unicorn. And this is a rebellion,” said Farias.
And with that, a new chapter of Farias’s life began.
That was May 28, 2018. 
He had come to the realization that as Kitestring grew to 10 em-

ployees and took on a broader range of clients, he didn’t recognize 
it anymore. 

“It was starting to feel like a job where I was clocking in at nine 
and out at five. I felt chained to it.”

There wasn’t anyone to blame, says Farias. He wasn’t the same 
person he was when the company launched. His priorities had shift-
ed and he wanted more time for his other interests, which include 
illustrating and speaking engagements. 

Then there was the gay cake that had changed his life. And, most 
importantly, he had put a struggle with mental health behind him. 

“That was the catalyst for everything. When I got better, I just 
wanted to enjoy my life. I don’t want to waste time doing what I 
don’t want to do.”

For Farias, what he didn’t want were the corporate responsibili-
ties of managing a growing business, like logging his time and track-
ing budgets. And he didn’t want to work on projects that weren’t 
energizing or inspiring just to grow revenues to pay the bills. 

But dissolving the partnership with his long-time friend Jenn 
Hudder was painful. “It wasn’t as amicable as either would have 
wanted,” he says. “I walked away and that was my choice. I wish 
her the best with it.”

For his part, Farias needed to find a new path and he found it in 

Unicorn Rebellion, launching the company the day after his last day 
at Kitestring. It’s a gay-centric branding company and as far as he 
knows no one else is doing that. So, if you don’t appreciate sparkle 
and drag queens and the rainbow flag, don’t call him.     

“It’s OK if you don’t, but we don’t have to work together,” he says. 
He’s thrilled with the results so far. Within the first nine days of 

2019, he had booked enough work for the year to cover his 2018 sal-
ary, he says. 

Farias is at Today’s Family, an early years provider, presenting a 
reboot of their Fridge app that helps families check in on their little 
ones during the day. He’s been inspired by the colours of Sesame 
Street and alphabet fridge magnets.

He’s talking about the magnetic pull of love and the need to con-
nect to a piece of your heart not with you. Fridge shares the moment 
the picky eater bravely tries something new and reassures parents 
and caregivers that “their children are not only surviving on their 
own but thriving.”

Farias has created a logo featuring a multicoloured heart magnet 
in the centre of a fridge door with the tagline “Bringing families 
closer.” He’s fighting tears as he finishes. 

Brenda Ferguson, Today’s Family’s chief operating officer, is 
also moved.

“It’s brilliant,” she tells him. “This is what we were looking for. 
The joy of working with you is not knowing what we will get back 
but being thrilled every time. It’s magical.”

Farias likens his creative brain to a rock tumbler. A project or mis-
sion drops in and it bounces and ricochets around for days or weeks 
until he has a fully designed concept that tumbles out onto his com-
puter or iPad Pro. He’s even tested colours and fonts in his head.

In his spare time, he uses his tablet to create colourful, stylized 
illustrations, mostly based on cult figures and pop culture. He’s cre-
ated a line out of Canadian TV shows, Harry Potter, the vintage Ru-
dolph movie and Game of Thrones. He sells his work on T-shirts, pil-
lows, posters and bags, and occasionally gets commissioned work. 
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Though Farias is highly creative, and occasionally outrageous, 
he’s also systematic and business-like, says Grace Diffey, vice-pres-
ident of community relations at the Hamilton Community Founda-
tion. She met Farias in 2013 when HCF was rebranding. 

“Chris has this amazing ability to get to the essence of what 
you’re trying to communicate. He is able to listen to the right things 
and find the message in it,” she says.

“I’ve worked with a lot of designers and agencies over time, but 
he’s on a level of his own — a level I haven’t seen before.”

Stephanie Shuster worked with Farias at Kitestring for a few 
years and now pitches in with Unicorn Rebellion, handling schedul-
ing and some administration. 

“Chris has a unique ability to make you feel like you are the only 
person in the room, whether that’s a cliché or not,” she says. “It’s 
not an act. At first, I thought he couldn’t possibly be that way with 
everyone. But when you are with him, you are the only person who 
exists for him.”

She was friends with Lenover first, bonding in theatrical produc-
tions at McMaster. “I immediately fell in love with Chris when I met 

him. He laughed so hard at something I said, he spit cof-
fee all over me. We’ve been friends ever since.”

Shuster says Farias’ inherent ability to be upbeat is 
contagious. He will stand up in the middle of Starbucks 
to announce it’s your birthday, she says. He manages to 
be both a showman and a listener, a big personality and a 
quiet, gentle heart. 

“He feels like such a safe place. You know he always 
has your back and will protect you if you need it. I think 
he’s providing people what he’s always wanted himself.”

 
On this dull winter day, Farias is dressed in a black Let 
Them Eat Gayke shirt (see sidebar) and Converse shoes 
— yellow on one foot and purple on the other. “I have 
another pair just like them!”

His infectious laugh is like a high-pitched engine strug-
gling to turn over. His hugs are heartfelt and huge. All 
aspects of his life are splashed with colour, from his Ford 
Fiesta that he describes as “cartoon dragon green,” to the 
crushed pineapple, flowering cactus and orange marma-
lade paint colours on the walls of his house. 

Farias grew up in Kingsville, a town of 11,000 about 45 
minutes outside Windsor.

His mother Carol’s family has Canadian roots going 
back many generations. His dad, Paul, came to Canada 
from Portugal at two years old. 

“When my mom and dad met, both my grandmothers 
were mad. My mom’s mom thought my dad was Asian 
and my dad’s mom thought my mom was too white.”

And, for the record, his name is not Fairy-ass. He’s 
heard that his whole life. It is Far-I-as. 

Farias was born in 1981 and his brother, Marc, came 
along in 1984. It was another nine years before Logan 
arrived and he changed everything, says Farias.

Logan has Down syndrome. 
“He changed the way we looked at people with special 

needs and everyone else, too. He made us more loving 
and caring,” says Farias. “Logan made us advocates.”

For Marc, that took the form of standing up for his two 
brothers any time somebody dared to use the r-word or 
any form of “that’s so gay.” Marc is now an educational 
assistant in Windsor, and Logan was his best man at his 
2018 wedding. 

“I’m jealous of him because nothing upsets him,” Farias says of 
Logan, who lives with his parents. “He is happy all the time. He brings 
joy to everyone and makes people laugh.”

At Farias’ wedding, someone asked him if he was Logan’s 
brother. 

“IT’S MY WEDDING!” Farias shouts with fake outrage.
Farias revelled in the contrast between the two sides of his family 

— the macaroni and cheese Canadian side versus the Portuguese-
speaking, religious side.

“There were two different worlds I could play in.”
But from an early age, Farias knew he didn’t quite fit in. And he 

saw it in adults’ eyes that they knew, too. He wanted to hang out 
with girls and braid their hair.

One year for Christmas, Farias’ mom bought Marc a stuffed uni-
corn, big enough to sit on. It sat beside the hockey net and sticks 
she bought for Chris. 

“When we ran out, I ran to the unicorn and he ran to the hockey 
stuff. And that was it. I’ve loved unicorns ever since,” Farias says, 

Chris Farias, right, 
with husband and 
Unicorn Rebellion 
partner, Jared 
Lenover.

HAIR & MAKEUP BY KATELYN O’NEIL.
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“HE FEELS LIKE SUCH A SAFE PLACE. YOU 
KNOW HE ALWAYS HAS YOUR BACK AND 

WILL PROTECT YOU IF YOU NEED IT. I 
THINK HE’S PROVIDING PEOPLE WHAT 

HE’S ALWAYS WANTED HIMSELF.”
— Stephanie Shuster

laughing. “Marc really was my father’s first son.” 
Farias says his creativity comes from his dad, an auto worker at 

Chrysler, who paints and had a camcorder before anyone else. Fa-
ther and son would shoot and edit movies together. The elder Farias 
would come home from a shift and wake Chris in the middle of the 
night to watch The Twilight Zone or Rocky and Bullwinkle. 

“It happened a lot, but my mom never knew.”
When he was five, he wanted to be a fairy princess for Halloween. 

Carol took him to the store for glitter and a wand and costume. 
When they returned, his dad grabbed the bag and his parents 

began to argue. His dad threw the bag in the garbage.
“I knew it was about me, but I didn’t know why. I don’t blame my 

dad for that. It was a different time,” he says. “My dad walked me 
down the aisle at my wedding wearing rainbow sunglasses. But his 
idea of who I was needed time to die.”

When Ellen DeGeneres made the cover of TIME for coming out 
in 1997, Farias drove to the middle of nowhere to buy a copy so no 
one in Kingsville would see him. He hid the magazine from his mom. 
In a life-comes-full-circle moment, Carol bought tickets and flights 
for the two of them to see DeGeneres in Calgary last year where she 
talked about coming out. 

Farias shares the story of his mom’s acceptance at a 6-Minute 
Memoir event at the Staircase Theatre in February. 

People of all ages — high school students to a newly out 76-year-
old — bravely shared their queer love stories in six minutes. They 
told tales of sex, love, questions, acceptance and transformation. 

Dressed in a red T-shirt with an illustration of comedian Hannah 
Gadsby he created, Farias immediately charmed his audience. 

“If you thought I was a lesbian, I take that as a compliment. I love 
them.”

He talked about how his religious upbringing made him feel like 
people had to choose between loving him and loving God. 

“And in my younger days I could actually see people making these 
choices. The looks in their eyes when I walked or talked or wanted to 
be a fairy princess for Halloween. When my dad asked me what kind 
of car I wanted and I told him a pink GEO Tracker,” he says.

“These looks came from my family, my friends, my classmates, my 
teachers, and they came from the pulpit.”

Farias, a graduate of a graphic design and illustration program at St. 
Clair College in Windsor, came to Hamilton in 2005 for a job. He met 
Lenover on Plenty of Fish in 2008. Their first date was at an art crawl 
on James Street North and they walked and talked for hours.

“It was love at first sight,” says Farias. “He was mature and kind. 
He’s the kindest person I’ve ever met. He’s a beautiful soul.”

Serendipity put Chris Farias in Cake and Loaf a day late to pick 
up an order. 

As he stood in the tiny Dundurn Street bakery, he watched as 
a woman checked over a cake she was buying. It was a precise 
replica of one Farias had ordered months before, a cake that 
became a symbol of inclusion, a social media sensation and a 
catalyst for a social progress movement. 

Rewind months before to the one-year anniversary of their 
December 2016 engagement and Farias and Jared Lenover were 
watching the news in their Hamilton home. Up comes an item 
about a Colorado Supreme Court case over a baker who was 
refusing to bake a cake for a gay couple.

“I said if someone wouldn’t sell me a cake, I would light the 
internet on fire, and they wouldn’t know what hit them.”

The next day Farias decided to contact Hamilton bakery Cake 
and Loaf to ask for the gayest cake they could make. He was 
stunned when he picked it up. 

“I just started to cry.”
It featured rainbow colours, a huge unicorn horn covered in 

gold glitter and words and phrases of love and acceptance all 
around the cake board. Farias took a picture and posted it online 
with the message: “In Canada, when you ask for a gay cake, you 
get a gay cake.”

By the next morning, the post had taken off. It racked up 
thousands of shares, likes and comments and was featured 
by numerous media outlets, including Pink news, BuzzFeed, 
The Advocate and HuffPost. It even made the front page of a 
newspaper in the Dominican Republic.

“It was a protest cake and a love cake in one,” says Cake and 
Loaf co-owner Josie Rudderham. “It felt like a really patriotic 
moment.”

And baker Quinn Pallister had a heartfelt connection to this 
gay cake — quickly dubbed gayke — because she was raised by 
two mothers. 

“I was honoured to be asked and I knew it would be fun,” says 
Pallister. But, as a straight ally, she also felt pressure to properly 
represent the community. And Farias had left the creation entirely 
in her hands.

Pallister isn’t sure where the unicorn horn came from; it just 
seemed perfect for Farias, whom she hadn’t yet met in person. 

Farias and the folks at Cake and Loaf got messages from 
around the world. They were all bracing to fend off at least some 
hateful reactions, but they say they saw only love.
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The two dated for a year before moving in together. Marriage wasn’t 
on Farias’ radar until Lenover helped him through his darkest time.

In 2016, Farias found himself overwhelmed with obsessive 
thoughts. He would endlessly imagine scenarios and then feel guilt 
and shame as if they had happened. 

“I had never had a suicidal thought before and I never understood 
how people did that. I understand now. Jared just stayed with me and 
said, ‘The light is there and I’m with you until you see it.’”

A therapist has given Farias the tools to cope with his OCD and 
medications helped, too. Looking back, Farias says he’s always 
struggled with it.  

When he felt better, he was waiting for a friend to go to RuPaul’s 
Drag Race Live in Toronto. He went into a store on Queen Street 
and saw a ring made of the same material found on the outside of 
a rocket. 

“Jared is a total Star Trek nerd. I thought, ‘That’s the ring. I have 
to propose to him.’”

After the show, he posted his proposal to Facebook and said he 

would be home in 45 minutes for an answer. It seemed appropriate to 
ask through social media. After all, they had met online and Lenover 
works in digital marketing for the DeGroote School of Business and 
teaches social media to continuing education students at McMaster. 

The two married August 8, 2018 in Mexico. Their first date had 
been exactly 10 years before. 

Farias, says his husband, is a magnetic ball of energy.
“He pushes me to do things I wouldn’t do on my own and I’m a 

stabilizer for him,” Lenover says. “He’s intuitive. I’ve just learned to 
trust his instincts. He sees things in people and situations so clearly 
and so much more quickly than I can.”

The couple moved to Brantford in December after searching in 
vain for something suitable in their budget in Hamilton. They share 
their home with a small menagerie. 

There is Murphy (a German terrier), Bunny Manilow (self-evi-
dent), and 11 birds of various species (Dolly Parton, George Michael, 
Patsy, Carpenter, Freddie Mercury, Prince, Bowie, Loretta, Elton, 
Buddy Holly and Etta James).

HAIR & MAKEUP BY KATELYN O’NEIL.
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Rebel Unicorns, rom left: Jesseline Gough, graphic 
designer; Jared Lenover, CFO, digital strategist; Chris 

Farias, CEO, creative strategist; Stephanie Shuster, 
operations strategist; and Natasha Szostak, copywriter.

They are virtually all rescues. 
Farias and Lenover are so bird crazy that they converted the 

master bedroom into a sanctuary. The couple can sit downstairs 
and identify each bird by their chirps and determine what mood 
the birds are in.

Farias says most people don’t understand the commitment it 
takes to raise birds so he operates an online community called 
Squawk and Talk dedicated to education. 

He has also combined his love of birds and drag in his alter ego — 
Ladybird Fancypants. For about a year, he’s been transforming to do 
Drag Queen Storytime for children at libraries, camps and special 
events. The feathered George Michael often comes along. 

“There is usually one little boy who comes up to me and says, ‘Wait 
a minute, you’re not a girl.’ I just explain that I’m wearing a costume 
and anyone can dress any way they want,” he says. “With the Ford 
government and the whole sex ed thing, I think we need to show kids 
directly that it’s OK to be you.”

All the money he earns appearing as Ladybird Fancypants goes to 

the Unicorn Fund, a fund Farias and Lenover have set up through the 
Hamilton Community Foundation to benefit LGBTQ youth.

Becoming Marie Antoinette for the photos in this feature took six 
hours of makeup and wiggery, squeezing into a corset and manipu-
lating cleavage that required painful uses of duct tape. 

“Oh my God, it was the best day of my life!” he exclaims with what 
is typical Chris Farias enthusiasm. 

But it’s much more than dress up. It’s an assertion of who he is and 
a rallying call for those who are hiding or alone. Farias and Lenover 
both feel a responsibility.

“A lot of young people are struggling in their family or at 
school,” says Lenover. “We can’t abandon them because we feel 
comfortable.”

So, when the rainbow crosswalk at McMaster University was van-
dalized last year, Farias stood in the middle the next morning, wish-
ing passersby “a gay day.”

What does one wear for such an occasion? Rainbow colours and a 
unicorn head, of course. 
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